
 
 

Press Release 

Fifth Annual ASEAN-U.S. Science Prize for Women Launched, 
Focuses on the Circular Economy 

JAKARTA, 4 April 2019 – Today, the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) and the U.S. 
Government, through the U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID), in partnership with UL, 
launched the fifth annual ASEAN-U.S. Science Prize for Women.  The 2019 prize will highlight the theme 
of the “Circular Economy” and will be awarded to two women scientists from the ASEAN region. The 
ASEAN Committee on Science, Technology and Innovation (COSTI) will lead the selection of the 
winner of the $20,000 prize, a woman scientist who demonstrates the best application of original 
scientific research to this year’s theme. A second prize of $5,000 will be given to the scientist whose 
application merits an honorable mention. The winners will be recognized at the ASEAN Ministerial 
Meeting on Science, Technology, and Innovation in Singapore in October 2019. 

COSTI chose the “Circular Economy” as this year’s theme to highlight the need for innovative 
management of the ASEAN’s natural resources to meet the growing demands of the region’s rapid 
population growth, projected to reach 660 million in 2025. A circular economy is a regenerative system 
of production, utilization and consumption, and recycling aimed at minimising waste and maximising 
limited resources. Expanding the use of circular economy pathways will protect the environment of 
Southeast Asia and promote economic growth for future generations.  

Rowena Cristina L. Guevara, Undersecretary for Research and Development of the Philippines' 
Department of Science and Technology and ASEAN COSTI Chair said, “Women in Southeast Asia are 
engaged in promoting the circular economy and undertaking research to expand it. Their work is crucial 
to the achievement of sustainable development goals. Through this prize we bring attention to women 
who are role models for young women and girls, encouraging them to take up science, technology, 
engineering and math (STEM) careers.” 

“The ASEAN-U.S. Science Prize for Women provides an opportunity for women working in applied 
science to showcase how their work improves society in safe and sustainable ways. It also provides a 
platform for women scientists to become role models for other women working in and pursuing careers 
in STEM fields,” said UL ASEAN and Australasia Vice President and Managing Director Anthony Tan. 

“The U.S. Government is proud to partner with ASEAN and UL to promote the work of women 
scientists, who are providing sustainable solutions to the region’s environmental and economic 
challenges,” said Brian Ferinden, Chargé d’Affaires a.i. of the U.S. Mission to ASEAN. “We hope that this 
prize will encourage more women to enter the fields of applied science and to participate in research 
that supports sustainable economic development in ASEAN and the world.” 

The ASEAN-U.S. Science Prize for Women is one of the many U.S. initiatives in support of ASEAN and 
its 10 Member States. The United States partners with ASEAN to support economic integration, expand 
maritime cooperation, cultivate emerging leaders, promote opportunities for women, and address 
transnational challenges. Through USAID’s cooperation with ASEAN, the United States addresses the 
root causes of poverty and instability and helps to lay the foundations for prosperity and security.  



Applications and nominations will be accepted by email at scienceprize4women@gmail.com and/or 
through from 4 April until 24 May 2019. Applicants should be aged 40 or under. More detailed 
information on the prize and its application requirements can be found at the website. For additional 
information, contact USAID Communications and Outreach Specialist Swiny Andina at: 
jakartadocs@usaid.gov.  

 

### 

About ASEAN  

The Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) brings together Brunei Darussalam, Cambodia, 
Indonesia, Lao PDR, Malaysia, Myanmar, the Philippines, Singapore, Thailand, and Viet Nam in a 
community united by a common desire and collective will to live in a region of lasting peace, security and 
stability, sustained economic growth, shared prosperity and social progress, and to promote our vital 
interests, ideals and aspirations. 

 

About USAID 

The United States Agency for International Development (USAID) is the lead U.S. Government agency 
that works to promote and demonstrate democratic values and advance a free, peaceful and prosperous 
world. Through international development programs and disaster assistance, USAID partners to save 
lives, reduce poverty, strengthen democratic governance, and help people emerge from humanitarian 
crises, progress beyond assistance and attain self-reliance. 

 

About UL 

UL fosters safe living and working conditions for people everywhere through the application of science 
to solve safety, security and sustainability challenges. The UL Mark engenders trust enabling the safe 
adoption of innovative new products and technologies. Everyone at UL shares a passion to make the 
world a safer place. We test, inspect, audit, certify, validate, verify, advise and train and we support these 
efforts with software solutions for safety and sustainability. To learn more about us, visit UL.com. 


